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You can add emphasis, or even a sense of drama, 
to a statement through grammar and pronunciation. 
Inversion is one effective way to do this.

New language  Inversion after adverbials 

Vocabulary  Media and celebrity

New skill  Adding emphasis to statements

Adding emphasis

KEY LANGUAGE INVERSION AFTER NEGATIVE ADVERBIALS
In more formal or literary texts, inversion (when 
the normal order of words is reversed) is used for 
emphasis after negative adverbial phrases like  
“not only,” “not since,” and “only when.” 

In this simple sentence, the subject 
comes before the verb.

After the negative adverbial, the 
subject and the verb swap places.

Where there is no auxiliary verb,  
“do” is used.

Negative adverbials are generally  
followed by auxiliary verb + subject.

FURTHER EXAMPLES INVERSION AFTER NEGATIVE ADVERBIALS
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CROSS OUT THE INCORRECT WORDS IN EACH SENTENCE

FILL IN THE GAPS USING THE WORDS IN THE PANEL
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KEY LANGUAGE INVERSION AFTER TIME ADVERBIALS

FURTHER EXAMPLES INVERSION AFTER TIME ADVERBIALS

REWRITE THE SENTENCES TO SHIFT THE EMPHASIS USING THE PROMPTS

You can also emphasize when something  
happened by using inversion after time  
adverbials like “no sooner” and “never before.”

The subject (“Tina”) and the auxiliary  
verb (“had”) swap places.

In this simple sentence, the subject 
comes before the verb.
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REWRITE THE SENTENCES PUTTING THE WORDS IN THE CORRECT ORDER

Two friends, Marta and Jeremy, are 
discussing celebrities and their children.

LISTEN TO THE AUDIO AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS

CHECKLIST

 Inversion after adverbials   Media and celebrity   Adding emphasis to statements  
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